TRINITY CHARGE— THE TOUTED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Trinity Church, New Bloomfield 9:00 A.M. 
Christ Church, Duncsnnon 10:30 A. PI. 



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 



December 51. 1972 



The Organ Prelude 

*The Hymn of Praise 120 

'The Call to Worship 

"The Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Thou who art more ready to forgive 
than we are to confess, we come "before Thee 
in the closing hours of this year acknow- 
ledging our failures to be true disciples 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ, We have followed 
our own selfish ways rather than walking 
with Him who is the true way. We have come 
to Thee for grace without being gracious to 
our brothers. In the world we have pursued 
human interests rather than witnessing to 
Thy will for man. Forgive us Lord, and 
help us amend our ways in the year to come; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
•The Kyrle 
•The Assurance of Pardon 

The Scripture II Corinthians 5:11-19 

•The Gloria Patri 

The Anthem (Trinity) 

Thy Pastoral Prayer 

Tho Choral Response (Trinity) 

The Announcements 

The Heceivlng of Tithes and Offerings 

•The Boxology 

* The Offering Pray or and Lord ' s Prayer 

The Hymn of Meditation 123 

Tho Sermon "Those Were The Days!" 

The Sermon Prayer 

•The Hymn of Response 126 

•The Benediction 

•The Threefold Amen 

•The Postlude 



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Bible Study will begin again on Wednesday 
January 3, at 7:30 P.M. in Christ church 
Buncannon. 

The Confirmation ClaS3 will resume again on 
Saturday January 6, at 9:00 A.M. 

On Saturday evening January 6, a nationwide 
t'jli: vision broadcast will be made concern- 
ing Key 73. All members, families and 
friends are urgently requested to watch this 
program. Check your papers for the time and 
channel. This program should take preced- 
ence over football, All In Tho Family or 
any other program in the lives of our church 
people. Please Watch it! 

We will observe the Sacrament of Holy Com- 
munion in both churches next Sunday January 
7. 

TRINITY. CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The flowers oh the altar are placed in 
loving memory of Mrs. Carrie Darlington by 
her daughter Iiadeline. 

Next Sunday evening January 7 at 7:3C P.M. 
a cocimunity tree burning will be held in the 
parking lot of the Lutheran Church. There 
will bo a short service with carols and 
Scripture, followed by fellowship in the 
Parish House, Plan now to attend. 
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"Those 'ere The Days!" (^/?*fL0/t*t f £/?**/**) 

Text: Revelation 21:5 "3ehold I make all things :'ew!" &£Wl47/_ty 
Ii Corinthians 5:1? "Therefore if anyone xi irist; he is a 

new creation; the old .. , behold tl lias cone," 

re the days my friend, we thought they'd never end, 
1 ace forever and a day. ' These are the 

o of recent vint , id they perhaps express the desire 
or wish of all generations. When we look at our children and see them 

lay, carefree and havi , we perhaps sometimes ponder our own 
childhood and wish t" ■ could relive some of those happy i of 

t. But as the song tells us, "Once we've passed its port 
we may never return again," and so we are reminded that once childhood is 
past, it is gone and must he f ;en. 

we relive some of the moments of the people who lived 
around the be of the century by looking in an old Sears Roebuck 
bhe early 1960*8. ..'e can look in the book 
""'ts of e from old hand driven farm machinery, to some of 

fitfi very funny cl >y both 

ny people today will tell us very ] there was 

3 _ke the"good old days." Whisrh in some respects may be true, 
but in others not so true. In a few more hours we will "be able to 
loo" to the year 1" , of its trials and errors, its 

tri Lies, its good days and its bad days and will we 

of it with that nost 9 ssociated with other times past.- 
In all fairness I think not, and the reason is simply because there 
will not be woven into our memories other ye it - 

let us srlook the bad times. mans 

have a tendency to overl when we look into the past. 

;ood st and lays, and we play down or forget al- . 
;her the days of turmoil, frustratio , rief or j J >MKh r «kKM nr anxiety. 
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It may be 1 easy for an Indi to 

; to relive old memories and familiar ■<■ L tea, 

.mtire age or do this. We cannot 

return to the past and relive those so c 1 , s." 

iV can t : or people of the church return to the , • >od 
ust constantly push for aid onward. Faul tells us, 
;refore if anyone is in Christ; he is a new creation; the old 
passed t has come." In others words, this is a new day, 
a new era, a new age. e ust live in this tine, ip. this place and 
become new creatures in Christ. 1 en we are accepters and followers of 

ntst, we put on the new b i , new self. All of the past 
is just that, the past, and we must start living the new life. 

also read in the book of Revelation in the #tf chapter, 
nd he who sat upo^ e said, "Behold I make all thi: . .<." 

c not live in the p , . cannot cling to the past, we must go on. 
fc there are some in the church who would have us cling to the thjj 
of the past simply because of tradition. liow tradition is fine 
a point. But simply because we have done somet certain way for 

gone can remember, does not make it the only way it can 
be done. Simply because we have always done this, does not make it 
an unbreakable law of the ehurc . Jimes change, and the church must 
change, but more importantly the people in the church 

live in past glory, we cannot look back at our record in t 
church or any other church and say this must be our standard. We must 
look at the present and the future and accept them as the challenge to 
change and to meet the new ages and the new time . 

cannot look back and say well we accomplished this and 
so there are no more goals to aspire to. Rather, wa must look at the 
past as a guage to see where we can improve and to build upon any re- 
cords or achievements made in the past. 
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I think Jesus stated this very plainly when he said, 
one who puts his hand to the plow andl looks back is fit for the . . </ 
of God. 2 s was really saying was, "Once you have promised to "be 
a follower of mine, you must strive to ever go forward and to improve. 
You must not look at your past accomplishments and say, 'Gee what I have 
done for Sod, ' or, 'Look what our church has done,' but you must instead 
look at the situation and continue to build upon it and continue to grow 
and change." Shis must be the purpose of any church and it must be 
the purpose of any Christian. To strive to live in the past or to live 
on the srits of others will not do. . c- must continue to grow or 
we die, 

■ Hew Bloomfield) 

Since I have been the >r here, I have seen the Duncannon church 
to fulfill! ;oal for th I each year, and each 
year they have met this challenge and exceeded it. In this church I 
have tried to make the church challenge itself to no avail. The story 
I hear- from so many of the C< tion is that there is a fund of money 

that has been by one of the departed membe. ■ , A because of this 
sum of money, I do not need to . e that noney to run the church. 
Now this says nothing to the people who make these remarks, because they 
cannot see that they owe rd a responsibility and regardless of what 

X left to this church, they should be a strong supporting member of 
this church. 

ttlMMxmm* :^ji6j£ISKWXXJSSSMMM. You have heard it before 
and you will hear it again ; .in, that in order to survive we must 
grow and build. This does not mean that we must keep on adding large 
numbers of members or putting on additions. But it does mean that we 
the members of this enure ; continue to change our attitudes toward - 
the church, and or.- -A living. If you would 

like to see two vt t living in the past and upon 

perfor do to someone, then let e you with me so.-. 



to two nearby in „ 3 you can see first hand a woman who has 

>ne "back to being a child and dtli dolls and living in a child* - 
world. Or a retirsd school te icher who lives in a world of fantasy. This 
is r of living in the 
(?or Both churches) 

Len we think of the possibilities that exist in the 
t "■ itarnished New fear, our hearts should beat just a little E 

inds should b fh its of I ■ can each one 

iw and ci- ihxexhem these b . ;_ny new days that 3-o£ 

will give to us. 
(Illustration of boy and cocoon) 

Lc eaampie of looking for the obvious and 
overlooking the beau: : is nearby. It s ... Less to the 
. ssibilities fch to be found in any ciro e. 

Possib" story of the men bui 

1 don, w; ven the 

Ltect. . to the job this one day, 

inquired of sever 1 i who were 1 ere doi 

id not know who he was and could have cared less, so he received 
appropriate answers from each one. The first man answered, "'. ' 
stone.'' The second man said, ' :tone work c ' 

you see that?" The third man when he was asked replied in glowing ter 3, 
,: . , ' .. . ; to build a beautiful cathedral. " 

To two . ? or a job had 

to be done. They were mere! s necessary tc 

to fe^. -elves ±±ae. To the third man it was not on. 

a necessity of life, but a labor of love. could see the beautiful 
stone columns -liars rising from nothii , 
cathedral which it is. He had a vision for the future and co 
beyond his pile of stone what would take place. And this is what we 
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look at ye r, not only day 

a endle; ry day i the necessary things of life, 

but we should see instead, ray hours and seconds, and minutes to be 
used by each of us for . ays that are full of 

n.2r opportunities to tell others of Jesus Christ, Days that can c 
each one of us and make us the new creatures we should become. 

jse were the DnysV", I suppose they were, but they 
cc i bly hav t on _ je and the sense of adver sm 

-— t the next 365 present. If you care to live in the " lood 
you may do so, 3ut if kersoene lamps yj c toilets, inpr ■, 

all of the other discomforts and inconveniences bother you as much 
as they did the people who made the necessary cS ;hem, then the 

new year will be to you for change and new creations. Lay it be 
indeed in 1973, "Behold the new has come" in the Trinity charge, and may 

5dt±kx±ks to look back upon , ■.-_ -, those 

were the sood the days, but we >ext year." 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



